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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SOFIA 00865 111546Z 
ACTION SCS-06 


INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CA-01 /020W 

071407 120222Z/73 

R 111430Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO AMVONSUL ISTANBUL 247 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4547 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 


UNCLAS SOFIA 0865 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC (FRANBEN, MICHAEL D. AND GONELLA, ANN E.) 
IWUBJECT; WAV ASSISTANCE WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

REF: ISTANBUL 1430 


1 . BASED ON LIMITED INFORMATION PROVIDED REFTEL EMBASSY 
UNABLE TO OFFER EXPLANATION AS TO WHY FRANZEN AND 
GONELLA WERE REQUIRED TO PAY ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR 
TRAIN FARE AMD VISA. EMBASSY HAS NEVER ENCOUNTERED A 
CASE WHERE A US CITIZEN HAS BEEN CHARGED FOR A VISA 
UPON EXITING BULGARIA. EMBASSY CHECKED ON TRAIN FARES 
FOR INDICATED ROUTE BUT IN NO INSTANCE WAS QUOTED A PRICE 
OF EIGHTEEN DOLLARS FOR INDIVIDUAL FARE FOR THE WHOLE, 

OR ANY PART, OF TRIP FROM SOFIA TO ISTANBUL. THOUGH 
GOB VISA REQUIREMENTS ARE OFTEN INCONSISTENTLY APPLIED, 
EMBASSY NOTES THAT, GENERALLY, US CITIZENS NOT IN 

POSSESSION OF A VALID BULGARIAN VISA (IF ADMITTED INTO 
THE COUNTRY AS AN EXCEPTION) ARE CHARGED SEVENTEEN 
DOLLARS FOR A VISA WHEN ENTERING BULGARIA BY 
LAND AT BORDER CROSSING POINT. 


2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE MORE DETAILS FROM 
FRANZEN AND GONELLA. PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ARE 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 SOFIA 00865 111546Z 


THEIR ITINERARY WHILE IN BULGARIA (DATES OF ARRIVAL 
AND DEPARTURE, MODE OF TRAVEL ETC.) AND WHETHER THEY 
APPLIED FOR AND/OR WERE ISSUED VISAS UPON ENTRY 


INCLUDING DATES AND PLACE OF APPLICATION. OTHER 
CONCERNS ARE SPECIFIVS ON PURCHASE OF TRAIN TICKETS 
AND WHETHER A COMMUNICATION PROBLEM WITH BULGARIAN 
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OFFICIALS PLAYED A ROLE IN THIS INCIDENT. 

GARTHOFF 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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